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H ow things have 
changed over the past 
half century when it 

comes to politics in Madison 
County.

Back when General 
Motors provided thousands 
of jobs for area residents 
and the two United Auto 
Workers unions were 
strong, it was the local 
Democratic Party that held 
sway over city, county and 
state offices.

There were some election 
cycles when the Republi-
can Party was able to claim 
victory in only a few city and 
countywide races.

That trend has completely 
reversed itself over the past 
two decades.

Aside from holding a 
majority in the Anderson and 
Elwood city governments, 
the Democratic Party has 
been shut out when it comes 
to county and statewide 
offices.

There are currently 
no Democrats in county 
elective office and none 
in the area districts of the 
Indiana General Assembly. 
The Republican Party 
holds all seven seats on the 
Madison County Council 
and all three positions on 
the Board of County Com-
missioners.

With this being a presiden-
tial election year, it appears 
that local Democrats will 
again have little, if anything, 
to celebrate on election night 
in November.

With a week remaining in 
filing for the May 7 primary 
election, only two Democrats 
have filed their declarations 
of candidacy for a county 
office.

Ollie H. Dixon, a current 
member of the Anderson 
City Council, is running for a 
second time for a seat on the 
Board of Commissioners.

Robert Glazebrooks II 
has filed to run for county 
coroner.

No Democrat has filed for a 
seat on the county council, or 
for auditor or surveyor.

Of course, Democratic 
Party officials will have 
until July to fill ballot 
vacancies, which does 
allow potential candi-
dates the opportunity to 
avoid spending money in a 
primary election.

There should be little 
doubt that the newly elected 
Democratic leadership of 
Terri Austin and Norman 
Rayford are working on 
attracting candidates for 
county office.

But it has to be a thankless 
task, since Democrats for the 
first time since 1978 lost a 
county sheriff’s race in 2022; 
plus, former judge Thomas 
Newman Jr. lost an at-large 
bid in 2020.

No Democrat has yet filed 
to run against State Rep. Kyle 
Pierce, whose district covers 
most of Anderson.

Another interesting note 
is that the 5th Congressio-
nal District seat is open with 
the decision of incumbent 
Victoria Spartz not to run for 
a third term.

No Democrat has filed 
to try and flip the seat. 
There are eight Republicans 
seeking the congressional 
nomination.

It will be interesting to 
see if any Democrats step 
forward by next Friday.

 Follow Ken de la Bastide on 
Twitter @KendelaBastide, or 
call 765-640-4863.

Lack of 
Democrats 
running 
for office
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PENDLETON — Six students 
from Pendleton Heights Middle 
School were recognized for setting 
positive examples in and out of the 
classroom as part of the school’s 
Character Counts program.

Honored at Thursday’s meeting 
of the South Madison Community 

School Corp.’s Board of Trustees 
were Mackenzie Wandel, Cooper 
Cunningham, Celia Shields, Liam 
Tyler, Hannah Ragan and Andrew 
Bledsoe.

Each student was recognized for 
epitomizing positive character traits 
connected with one of the program’s 
six pillars: trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, fairness, caring and 
citizenship.

“They exemplify the kinds of 
behaviors and characteristics that 
we wish we saw in all kids, but 
these kids are leaders in that way,” 
said Jennifer Chestnut, principal at 
Pendleton Heights Middle School. 
“They aren’t swayed by peer pres-
sure or whatever else…if everybody 
else is being ridiculous, they’re 
not.”

Chestnut told board members that 

the award winners were chosen from 
nominations submitted for each pil-
lar by the school’s faculty and staff. 
Each student was presented with a 
certificate and accepted individual 
congratulations from board mem-
bers and administrators.

Follow Andy Knight on Twitter 
@Andrew_J_Knight, or call 
765-640-4809.
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MARKLEVILLE — The 
town signed a $4,000 contract 
Tuesday with the Madison 
County Council of Govern-
ments to help make it more 
inclusive to people 
with disabilities.

Drafting an Ameri-
cans with Disabilities 
Act transition plan for 
Markleville is the first 
step.

The ADA transition 
plan will provide a 
schedule for improve-
ments to the city’s 
transportation infra-
structure.

The council attempted to 
make the town hall restroom 
and parking lot handicapped 
accessible in 2022. The 
restrooms are finished of 
December 2023. The parking 
lot did not come to fruition.

Making the town ADA 
compliant was beyond local 
officials’ field of expertise, 
according to Town Council 
President Daniel Roseberry. 
As a result, the town reached 
out to MCCOG for help.

Updating infrastructure 

requires funds. The town 
will be applying for a fed-
eral Community Crossings 
Grant, which is distributed 
by the Indiana Department of 
Transportation. The amount is 
unknown.

An updated ADA transi-
tion plan is required 
to obtain Commu-
nity Crossings funds, 
according to Brett 
Lott, principal plan-
ner for MCCOG’s 
Housing and Grant 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
departments.

The department’s 
spring deadline was 
Jan. 31. Markleville 

will apply in the fall, accord-
ing to Roseberry.

MCCOG will draft the plan, 
which could reach completion 
by the end of 2024.

Such plans are required by the 
Indiana Department of Trans-
portation under Americans 
With Disabilities Act of 1990.

Plans must also be updated 
every two years, Roseberry said.

Follow Caleb Amick on Twitter 
@AmickCaleb. Contact him at 
caleb.amick@heraldbulletin.
com or 765-648-4254.

Markleville signs $4K 
contract for ADA plan
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ANDERSON — Officials 
with the Madison County 
Community Foundation have 
announced the largest coordi-
nated fundraising campaign 
in the organization’s 31-year 
history.

During a workshop Thursday 
morning the foundation’s presi-
dent, Ben Davis, outlined some 
objectives of the campaign, a 
goal of which is to raise more 
than $1 million. That money 
could be eligible for nearly $1.7 
million in matching funds from 
the Lilly Endowment.

“Most of this (fundrais-
ing) will take place through 
targeted, personalized con-
versations,” Davis told a 
group of nearly 100 represen-
tatives of school districts and 
nonprofit groups throughout 
the county.

Davis said the majority 
of money raised in the cam-
paign would be earmarked for 
the foundation’s Community 
Impact Fund, which distrib-
utes grants to local nonprofits 

on a discretionary basis.
“Partnering with our local 

agencies, including awarding 
grants, is the best and most 
rewarding part of what we 
get to do here at the founda-
tion,” he said. “We anticipate 
awarding more in 2024 than 
any year in our history, 
including several large-scale 
grants and a new $25,000 
scholarship that we’ve never 
awarded before.

“All of this work is only 
possible because of the gener-
osity of local donors who have 
made gifts over the years and 
left a legacy through commu-
nity-based philanthropy.”

Last year, the foundation 
provided more than $1.3 mil-
lion in grants and awards, 
helping agencies specializing 
in education, arts and culture, 
health and human services and 
other sectors. Also, 59 Madison 
County students were awarded 
scholarships from 43 different 
funds administered by the 
foundation. Those students are 
attending 21 different colleges, 
according to the foundation’s 
annual impact report.

Representatives from local 
nonprofits acknowledged 
the foundation’s efforts to 
continue growing its fund-
ing sources. They pointed to 
its long-term commitment to 
partnering with other organi-
zations with similar purposes 
as an important part of ongo-
ing philanthropic efforts in 
the community.

“They’ve been in it for the 
long haul, as have we,” said 
Andrea Baker, executive 
director of Operation Love 
Ministries. “When we’re 
looking at, how can we make 
our community thrive and do 
well — not just now but for the 
future — that investment back 
into longstanding organiza-
tions is so important.”

Davis said a portion of the 
campaign’s matching dollars 
could also be used to aug-
ment the fundraising efforts 
of additional agencies. Those 
details, he said, are still being 
discussed.

Follow Andy Knight on Twitter 
@Andrew_J_Knight, 
or call 765-640-4809.
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Natasha Pulley, representing the Frankton Heritage Days 
Festival, chats with Ben Davis, president of the Madison 
County Community Foundation, after the foundation’s 
2024 grant information session Thursday morning at 
Anderson First Church of the Nazarene.
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A N DE R S ON  —  T h e 
Republican Party has con-
tested races in the May 7 
primary for several county 
offices and one state race.

Filing for the primary 
election ends at noon Fri-
day at the Madison County 
Clerk’s office.

Incumbent Commissioner 
John Richwine filed this 
week for a seventh term on 
the board in District 3.

Richwine is being opposed 
by first-time candidate Lisa 
Rinker.

There are three candidates 
seeking the party’s nomina-
tion for the District 2 seat on 
the Board of County Com-
missioners.

Incumbent Republican 
Darlene Likens had not filed 
for a second term as of Fri-
day.

Count y Auditor R ick 
Gardner is seeking the nomi-
nation against local attorney 
Devin Norrick. This past 
week, community activist 

Marquest Higgins filed for 
the nomination.

Higgins lost a bid last 
November for the District 
6 seat on the Anderson City 
Council to incumbent Demo-
crat Joe Newman.

Democrat Ollie 
H. Dixon, a cur-
rent member of the 
Anderson City Coun-
cil, has filed for the 
pa r t y ’s  nomina-
tion in the district. 
Dixon lost to Likens 
in 2020.

There are four Repub-
licans running for three 
at-large seats on the Madi-
son County Council.

I n c u m b e n t  M i k e a l 
Vaughn is running for a sec-
ond term and is joined on 
the primary ballot by Kristi 
Grabowski, Jason Turner 
and Carl Abel.

Incumbents A nthony 
Emery and Ben Gale have 
not filed for another term. 
Emery is not expected to 
seek re-election.

Local businessman Ken 
Kocinski has filed for the 

Republican Party nomina-
tion for Madison County 
surveyor. He is running 
against Charles Shepherd.

Shepherd is the son of cur-
rent surveyor Tom Shepherd, 
who is not seeking re-elec-

tion.
Three Republi-

cans have filed for 
the nomination in 
House District 53, 
which includes the 
Pendleton area.

Incumbent Repub-
lican Bob Cherry is not 
seeking re-election.

Seeking the nomination 
are Brian Evans, Ethan Law-
son and Kevin Mandrell.

Nate Anderson is seeking 
the Democratic Party nomi-
nation in District 53.

Incumbent Republican 
Madison Circuit Court Divi-
sion 3 Judge Andrew Hopper 
is running for a second term. 
No Democrat has filed for 
the office.

 Follow Ken de la Bastide on 
Twitter @KendelaBastide, or 
call 765-640-4863.

GOP has several contested 
primaries for county offices

Daniel 
Roseberry

ELECTION

2024

★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★

The Herald Bulletin on Facebook » Like us at facebook.com/heraldbulletin

Andy Knight | The Herald Bulletin

Six Pendleton Heights Middle School students were honored with Character Counts awards at Thursday’s meeting of the South Madison 
Community School Corp.’s Board of Trustees. From left are PHMS principal Jennifer Chestnut, Andrew Bledsoe, Cooper Cunningham, 
Liam Tyler, Mackenzie Wandel, Celia Shields, Hannah Ragan and assistant principal Ashley Gustin.


